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In 1957 Imre Lakatos fed from Hungary to Bagland. In the 1960s he becaine famous with the
publication of "Proofs snd Refutations' (based on his Cambridge Ph. D. thess and reprinted
by Cambridge Univ. Press (1976; 7bl 0334.00022)) in which he argued that mathematics is not
& collction ofinfallbl truths developing in » cumulative way, b, that on the contracy, math-
Cmatical theories are constantly being refuted and replaced by others. Lakatos views can be
scen 38 an extension to mathematics of Karl Popper's work with respect to scientfic theories.
AL the end of the 19605, in a reaction to Thomas Kuba's “The Struture of Scientiic Revolu-
tions" Lakatos developed his ‘Methodalogy of scientifc research programmes’ [cf. Cambridge
Univ. Press (1978; 7b] 0375.02002)]. Both the methodology of proofs and refutations and the
methodology of scientific research progremmes are attempis 1o captute the rationality of the
development of mathematics and science. Usually Lakatos’ work is rightly interpreted as part
of Anglo-Suxon philosophy [ef. 7. Koetsier, Lakatos’ philosophy of mathematics. A historical
spproach. North Holland (1991; 7bl 0743.00017)]. Yet, before Lakatos came to England, he
e spent the first 34 years of his fe in Hungary. He had been active in the communist pacty
and he had been in & communist juil for three years for reasons that zemain unknown. More-
over, he had studied the works of Marx and Eagels and had undergone the influence of the
infiuential Hungarish maceist philosopher Georg Lukacs.
In this fascinating book the author attempts in considerable detai to relate in various ways

Jatos' Anglo Saxon philosophical work to his Hungarian past. Lakatos had read Lukace's
“History and Class Consciousmess’ and acquired » Hogelian Marsist view of science: the views
of a scientific community ean only be understood 4s  historical cathegory and as part of a
dinlectical development. Moreover, Lukacs's ‘The Destruction of Reason’ and the practice of
Hongarisn Stalinism had shown him how the idea of criticism building knowledge through
solutions to contradictions conld be easly perverted. Stalnism teduced dilectics 10 @ forced
dmitting of ones exrors often before being eliminated. For example, Kadrany poiats out that
Lakstos's method of proofs and refutations isstrikingly similar to Hegel's pheromenclogy of the
epirit the neatraisation of  counter-example by means of the method of lemma-incorporation
s ‘auflichea’ in the Hegelisn sense of the word. Hegel described bis own philosophy as the final
stage in the history of philosophy. Analogouly Lakstos described his methodology of scentific
eescarch programmes as the natural outcome of  dialectical development o which successively
mare powerful methodologies succeed each other. Lakalos was in fact a “classic Hungarian
Stalinist intellectual of the postwar acea” (p. xvi). Kadvany's recenstruction of the intelectual
development of Lkstos” s thinking is very convincing: it is lear that t is necessary for & fll
nderstanding of Lakatos's philosophical work {o take his Hungasian past into account.
Tuwo chapters of the book are devoted to new rational reconstructions along Lelatosian lins.
Chaper 4 contains a history of ‘monster barring’ and ‘lemm ncorporation’ for GEdel's second.
inconnpleteness theoremn, Chapter 11 argues that Marsist economics qualified 4s & reseazch
programme and aa such must be considered as seientific rom » Lakatosian point of view, The
st chuapler of the book is an intriguing attempt 1o understand Hungarian history between
Warld Was 11 and the aild revolution of 1956 by means of Lakatos's philosophy.

Toun Koetser (Amsterdam).
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